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Sgd.)  William L.  F=inale

co:   Beau of Indian Affairs

Office of Controlled Correspondence
WOO 7054

PLHaggerty:brg 4/19/77

oc \ vVC.entral Californ:i.aAgency

i

7054 BCCO

060  -  Tejon Ranch
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ROUTING TRANSMITTAL

DATE 7

COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON,  D.C.

INDIAN AFFAIRS DATA CENTER
ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M.

DIVISION OF FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT
ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M.

PHOENIX AREA OFFICE

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA AGENCY

ROM AGENCY

PALM SPRINGS OFFICE

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AGENCY

LOS ANGELES INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT OFFICE

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA APPRAISAL
OFFICE

OAKLAND -SAN FRANCISCO FEAO
ALA14EDA,  CA.

LOS ANGELES FEAO
LOS ANGELES,  CA.

REGIONAL SOLICITOR
SACRAMENTO AREA

ATTENTION:

FROM•
1

SACRAMENTO AREA OFFICE

COMMENTS: U

C.

7dJ T
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United S' Department o  " the Int(

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON, D. C.  20245

IN VXPLY YdU= TO:

Tribal Government Services

BCCO-7054

Honorable Ted Stevens

United States Senate APR 7 19"
Washington,  D.   C.    20510

Dear Senator Stevens:

Thank you for your letter of March 10 in behalf of a

constituent requesting some assistance in obtaining
information about the Tejon Indians on the Tule River
Reservation in California.

Since the affairs of the Tejon Indians on the Tule River
Reservation are under the immediate administrative

responsibility of Mr.   William E.  Finale,  Area Director,

Sacramento Area Office,  Federal Office Building,   2800
Cbttage Way,   Sacramento,  California 95825,  we have
forwarded a copy of your correspondence to that office
with a request that they provide you the available
information on this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Sgd  John
ACting Director,  Office of

Indian Services

rArea, Director ,   Sacramento

Copy of incoming dorrea:.
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WASHV3JQTON. D.C.  =510

7054

March 10,  1977

Mr.   Ralph R.   Reeser

Legislative and Congressional
Affairs Office

Bureau of Indian Affairs
1951 Constitution Avenue N.  W.

Washington,  D.  C.   20245

i

Dear Mr.   Reeser:

Attached is a communication I have

recently received.

I would very much appreciate your

courtesy if you would look into the matter

described and provide me with any information

upon which I may base a reply.  _If possible,

I would-like to assist my correspondent.

Please call my office if you need

further information.

Thank you for your help.

Si erely,

J

TED STEVENS

United States Senator

Attachment_
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Am doing some research in the Tehofie Indians in Valifornia  -  Kern County.

Could your office help?   A Mr.  Beal or Bake was commissioned by a president

to pick  (3)  sights,  for reservations for Indians in the California area.   The

E1 Tijahon Ranch is part of one of the  !jghts he picked.   The Indians

were moved to the reservation.   For some reason,  the land was leased or

purchased by Beal.   Is there anything to find the records or trace the

legal aspect.   I was brought up on that reservation.   My aunt wassthe Indian

agent,  principal and school teacher there for over 30 years.   Mrs.  Anna B.

Knowles.   I have located the surviving Indians that have told me stories

but I wish to substantiate them.   If your office could help in some way,

it would be appreciated.   I have a list of the Indians that are known to be

alive as well as the past members of the tribe.   This al started when - ' I'

returned to visit my family.   The interest in the history has excited me.

There is only one unpublished manuscript at fla Kern County Public Library

that I could find  -  #97944  =  by Magruder,  that gave any legal ihf6tuiation.'

i
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

Tribal Operations
UNITED STATES BCCO  -   7054

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS v

Sacramento Area Office

2800 Cottage Way
Sacramento,  California 95825

APR 2 0 1977

Honorable Ted Stevens

United States Senate

Washington,  D.  C.   20510

Dear Senator Stevens:

Reference is made to your letter of March 10 in behalf of a constitueiat
requesting information on the Tejon Indians in Kern County,  California.

In connection with the inquiry about the E1 Tejon Ranch the follow
is submitted:

Approximately 880 acres of public domain lands in Kern
County,  California were reserved and set aside by Depart-
mental order of November 9,  1916,  for the use of the
El Tejon Band of Indians.   An investigation disclosed
that these Indians had never made use of the lands and

could not use them because it was not economically
feasible to do so.   Accordingly,  the Departmental order
of November 9,  was revoked in 1962 by Public Land Order
2738,  and the lands were restored to the public domain.

There were some Indian families living on the E1 Tejon
Ranch which was part of an old original Mexican Grant.
These Indian families claimed undisputed title to the
Mexican Grant.   The United States brought suit-in behalf
of these Indians to have confirmed in them  "perpetual
right"  to occupy and use a part of the Mexican Grant.

However,  the United States Supreme Court,  on June 9,  1924,
held that title to the land occupied by these Indians
was in the Title Insurance and Trust Company et al.,
and that the Tejon Indians had no legal right or interest
in and to the portion of the E1 Tejon Ranch on which they
were residing.   However,  the Tejon Indians were permitted
by the ranch owners to remain on the lands occupied by
them on a nominal rental basis.
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The Indians of the Tejon Ranch are considered to be of the Yokut Tribe.

We have no information in our records on a Mr.  Beal or Mr.  Bake.

We are sorry that we could not offer more information on this subject.

Sincerely yours,

Sgd.)  William E.  Finale

Area Director

cc:   Bureau of Indian Affairs

Office of Controlled Correspondence
BCCO 7054

FLHaggerty:  brg 4/19/77

cc:   Central California Agency
BCCO 7054

969  -  Tejon Ranch
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